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Provisional Agenda 

Day 1 Tuesday, 24 June 2025 

9–9.30 a.m. Registration 

9.30–9.45 a.m. Expressive lyrical piece 

9.45–10 a.m. Welcoming remarks 
The Executive Secretary of ESCWA will deliver the welcoming 
remarks to launch the fourth Arab Forum for Equality. 

Algeria will address the Forum and the participants with 
welcoming remarks and aspirations about outcomes. 

10–10.45 a.m. Session 1: How did 2024 shape inequality? 
This session will provide a deeper understanding of the structural 
and emerging drivers of inequality. The discussion will highlight key 
global and regional economic fluctuations, and related social and 
policy shifts during the last year, examining their implications 
across societies in high-, middle- and low-income countries, with a 
focus on vulnerable groups. It will also highlight how long-term 
trends – like jobless growth – impact the economic and social 
wellbeing of the region’s population and foster inequality, 
undermining social cohesion and promoting social unrest. 
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10.45–11.15 a.m. Coffee break 

11.15 a.m.–12 p.m. Session 2: Social protection as a pathway 
for inequality reduction 
This session will focus on social protection as a critical pathway 
for reducing inequality globally and in the Arab region. It will 
explore how well-designed social protection systems can 
address inequality, e.g. by redistributing income, reducing 
poverty, and promoting inclusive development and social 
cohesion. The discussion will feature insights into successful 
national, regional, and international policies and initiatives, 
emphasizing the role of (targeted) universalism as an effective 
approach for income redistribution. 

12–12.45 p.m. Session 3: Social protection in times of wars, 
occupation and conflict 
This session will delve deeper into the role of social protection in 
contexts of conflict, war and occupation, building on the 
discussions from the previous sessions. It will examine the 
unique challenges faced by countries experiencing prolonged 
instability, including dysfunctional institutions, limited resources 
and heightened vulnerabilities among their populations, 
specifically highlighting the impact on women. The session will 
shed light on mechanisms to transition from humanitarian 
support to statutory social protection. It will also shed light on 
resilience-building measures that have proven effective in 
such settings. 
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12.45–1.30 p.m. Session 4: Budget consolidation vs. universal social 
protection: Who benefits? 
This session will feature a discussion between experts from 
international financial institutions and civil society addressing 
social protection reform trends in the Arab region since the 
2010s, which have frequently favoured narrowly targeted social 
assistance approaches over more costly – but at times more 
equal – universal social protection provisions. 

1.30–2.15 p.m. Session 5: Social protection for the informal sector 
This session will focus on the critical issue of extending social 
protection to workers in the informal sector, who constitute a 
significant portion of the labour force in the Arab region. It will 
explore the challenges and tradeoffs of designing a basket of 
policy options that match the needs of each group within the 
informal sector. The session will also identify practical policy 
solutions to bridge the coverage gap and enhance the resilience 
and equality of informal sector workers. 

2.15–2.35 p.m. Personal interview 
This will be a short live interview with two Algerian ministers 
from two different ministries showcasing the country’s 
successful experiences in extending social protection coverage 
and highlighting future initiatives to further enhance the 
effectiveness of social protection systems in a middle-income 
country. The interview will also focus on the coordination 
mechanism between the two ministries. 
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2.35–3.45 p.m. Lunch 
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9.30–10.15 a.m. Session 6: What the experts say 
This session will feature an open discussion between 
participants and members of the ESCWA Advisory Board on 
Inequality. It will offer contrasting viewpoints and international 
experiences, generating a rich discussion on the different 
approaches to social protection with a view to tackling and 
reducing inequality in social protection programme delivery. 

10.15–11 a.m. Session 7: Financing inclusive social protection 
This session will address the critical issue of inclusive, 
progressive financing of social protection, exploring diverse and 
innovative funding sources to ensure their long-term viability and 
social justness. It will highlight the experience of countries in 
mobilizing domestic resources for public expenditure and 
leveraging international support. The session will also highlight 
innovative approaches adopted by countries facing constrained 
fiscal space, showcasing strategies to enhance system efficiency 
and expand outreach within existing resource limitations, while at 
the same time aiming to leave no one behind. 

11–11.30 a.m. Coffee break 
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11.30 a.m.–12.15 p.m. Session 8: Innovative solutions for social protection 
This session will explore innovative solutions for enhancing 
equality in social protection system delivery, with a focus on 
harnessing technology and innovative policy designs to expand 
their reach and effectiveness. It will examine the transformative 
potential of digital identification and enrolment platforms, and 
other technological advancements in streamlining access and 
reducing administrative barriers, thereby improving delivery 
mechanisms and stimulating coverage extension. 

12.15–1.00 p.m. Session 9: Can economic development benefit 
everyone? 
Building on insights from previous sessions on the lack of 
decent job creation and increasing informality, this session will 
delve into the relationship between economic growth and its 
ability to benefit all segments of the population equally. The 
discussion will focus on whether economic development and 
growth models are effectively generating sufficient decent jobs 
to lift households out of poverty, provide protection against life-
cycle risks and reduce reliance on social assistance systems. 
The session will demonstrate how alliances between ministers 
of social affairs, planning and economy can effectively align 
economic development with social progress. 
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1–1.45 p.m. Session 10: Global partnerships for more effective 
social protection 
This session will focus on global partnerships that complement 
domestic and bilateral social protection financing and support. 
Ideally, if available by then, the session will showcase 
successful examples of collaboration between governments, the 
private sector, unions, and development partners in addressing 
key bottlenecks in the provision of essential social protection for 
people living in poverty. It will also discuss global partnerships 
as a path for knowledge sharing, cooperation, and efficient 
mobilization and disbursement of resources. 

1.45–2.15 p.m. Closing remarks 

 


